
April 21, 2014

Dear Sacajawea Families:
 
I hope that you enjoyed a fantastic spring break with your family and friends!  April is here and
along with spring comes standardized testing.  These state–required assessments check on how
our students are progressing as well as provide valuable information about our programs.
 
If you have a student in grade 3, 4 or 5, we need your help!  Please check with your child’s
teacher to see what dates they will be testing.  Students in grades 3-5 will take this Washington
State mandatory test during the month of April and May.  As you know, Sacajawea is one of the
schools that will be piloting the SBAC (Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium).  The SBAC
requires students to select and create answers to demonstrate their knowledge, skills, and
understanding of specific learning requirements.  Third graders will be tested in reading and
math; fourth graders will be tested in reading, writing, and math; fifth graders will be tested in
reading, math, and science.
 
You can make a difference by making sure your student gets plenty of rest and is here every day
on time.  We also ask that you avoid scheduling vacations or appointments during this window of
time.  Thank you for supporting your students and for being such strong partners with us as we
all work together for their success.

Your Partner in Learning,
Travis Bond, Principal

Principal’s Corner
 

 Sacajawea School staff strives to achieve the highest potential of its students and staff by fostering a
positive learning  environment. We promote dignity, compassion and self-worth in each individual.

Our students are empowered with skills necessary to become responsible,
contributing citizens and lifelong learners.

  ~ Sacajawea Mission Statement ~



Skyhawk Calendar

April:
28 - 1 Hr. Early Release
May:
2 - Green Team Mtg.
2 - Patron Tour
12 - 1 Hr. Early Release
14 - Biz Town Field Trip 5th Grade (8:40-2:00)
16 - Sacajawea Carnival, 5:30-8:30
20 - Green Team Mtg. 3:00-4pm Cafeteria
22 - Earth Day
26 - Memorial Day, No school

Clip and Save.........

June:
6 - Green Team Mtg. 8-8:20 Media Ctr
18-19 Snow Make up Days School Open
2 Hr. Early Release

There is no supervision until 8:00am. Please
do not drop off your students before 8:00am!!
Thanks....

***********************************************
Join Superintendent Steve Webb on Friday, May 2, as he showcases dynamic learning opportunities at
Sacajawea Elementary School and Fort Vancouver High School. Patron tours are the best way to find
out what’s new in your school district.

Both schools will showcase applications of Vancouver Public Schools’ Design II Strategic Plan and the
district’s commitment to preparing students for college, careers and life. The tour of Sacajawea will
feature elementary students following the sustainability practices that earned the school a U.S.
Department of Education Green Ribbon award. Fort Vancouver, a school rich in diversity, has been
successfully working with students to increase on-time graduation rates. The visit to Fort also will
feature welding/fabrication, video production and culinary arts classes.

The tour will begin and end at the Bates Center for Educational Leadership, 2921 Falk Rd. The tour
starts at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 1 p.m. After the school tours, a delicious lunch prepared by
Vancouver culinary arts students is available for $4 per person.

Everyone is welcome, so please plan to attend and invite co-workers, friends, neighbors and family
members, too. To register for a tour, go to www.vansd.org/PatronTours or call Sue Knable at 360-
313-4720. Space is limited, so sign up today.

We hope to see you on May 2!



2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5
K indergarten
Registration has
begun.
Register children who

will enter
kindergarten in

Vancouver Public
Schools in the Fall of

2014

ANY CHILD WHO WILL BE 5
YEARS OLD ON OR BEFORE

AUGUST 31
IS ELIGIBLE TO ENTER

KINDERGARTEN NEXT FALL
WE RECOMMEND PARENTS REGISTER THEIR CHILDREN BY  MAY 1st

 TO ENSURE THAT YOU AND YOUR CHILD RECEIVE AN INVITATION TO ATTEND
THE KINDERGARTEN VISITATION PROGRAM THIS SPRING

Register any school day from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at your neighborhood school

Happiness is
being ready

for
Kindergarten!

What activities I can do to help my child
prepare for kindergarten?

1. Read to your child
2 Practice name writing
3. Sing the alphabet
4. Help him/her recognize most capital and lower

case letters
5. Play rhyming games
6. Work on beginning sounds
7. Help him/her recognize numbers 0-20
8. Practice counting to 100

Nutrition Services Information
We can not accept checks for lunches after
May 30th. Also, there will be no charge for
on-line payments at that time also.



Swim Lessons
@ JPCC
Tuesday/Thursday Lessons: Next session starts: April 29-May 22, 8 lessons $56.00
Saturdays next sessions starts: May 31st. :)

Private lessons available: days and times vary call or email for more details.
cayenne.yarnell@vansd.org
@Propstra

Friday lessons: Stroke Improvement & Adult Beginner
NEW Pricing!!! $40.00 a session
Next session starts June 6th, 4- 45 minutes lessons!!
Private lessons available (days and times vary.)
Note: Closed for maintenance May 16th-June 1st. Back open regular hours June 2nd.
For more information on all lessons visit www.vansd.org under the Events headline.

Saturday Adventure Club @JPCC
Ages: 6-13, $25 per student, 9:00 am-3:00 p.m.
“Hurray for May”
More information on JPCC web site under the “Community” tab.

Lifeguards Wanted!
Lifeguard Class
May 8-11, 2014.
Shallow water certification, $200.00.
Minimum age for class is 15 years old, 16 years old to be hired by the District.
Questions: kristy.swartz@vansd.org
Register at JPCC.

CPR/AED Certification Training
Classes offered @JPCC, Cost: $25.00
Saturday, April 26th, 2-5:00 p.m.
Sunday, May 18th, 2-5:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 14th, 2-5:00 p.m.
Must attend class that you are registered for. Space is limited.
Questions: kristy.swartz@vansd.org
To register for the CPR class come into JPCC.

Swim Schedules
Jim Parsley Community Center is open Friday-Sunday for public swims.
Propstra Aquatic Center is open Monday-Friday for public swims.
8:00-10:30 a.m.
11:00-2:00 p.m.
NEW SWIM added Monday-Friday 4:00-6:00 p.m.
See web sites under “Community” tab on www.vansd.org for schedules & events.
Summer schedules coming out soon.
Happy Spring!!



Head lice: The truth and the myths
Many myths exist regarding head lice and hopefully this article will dispel these beliefs. Head lice are small
insects with six legs that have been around since prehistoric times. Head lice are a nuisance, but they do not
carry or spread disease. An adult louse is about the size of a sesame seed. Head lice move quickly and stay
away from light. Lice do not jump or fly; they crawl.  Lice are spread from person to person when people are in
close contact or when they share clothing or personal items that have been in contact with the head or neck. Pets
do not carry human head lice. The vast majority of the estimated 6-12 million yearly cases of head lice are
found in children ages 1-12.  Within their life time many school age children will contract head lice, and lice do
not discriminate. They are found in both the rich and poor and will thrive in clean and dirty hair. A
squeaky clean house and head will not prevent head lice.

Schools are often blamed as the source of contraction for students; however studies have shown that
because head lice are most readily transmitted by direct head to head contact, children are more likely
to come in close contact with the lice outside of the school setting. If a child continues to be reinfested
with lice after the initial treatment, either the treatment has not been done properly, or all of the close contacts
have not been properly treated. Reinfestation is almost always due to a close friend or family member. It is
rarely from other children in the classroom, unless that child is a “best friend.” Head lice screening programs
have not had a significant effect on the incidence of head lice in the school setting over time (American
Academy of Pediatrics, 2003).

Here are some tips to help lessen the chance of coming in contact with head lice:

· Avoid sharing personal items such as hats, coats, brushes, combs, hair accessories and pillows.

· If your child is scratching his/her head more than usual, check the head for lice and nits.

· Perform routine weekly head checks at home under a bright light. Outdoor lighting is best.

· Check his/her head after your child has been to a movie theater, trying on clothes at the mall, or at a
camp or group sleepover.

· Keep long hair in a ponytail or braid.

Tips to deal with head lice:

· Check all family members and treat as needed. There are a variety of toxic and non toxic chemicals on
the market. Remember to read all labels carefully as some products should not be used on the very young
or pregnant women. After live bugs are destroyed, nits must also be removed using a nit comb or hand
picking.

· Wash all clothing and bedding in hot, soapy water. Dry on the highest heat the fabric will tolerate.
Vacuum thoroughly, including car seats and furniture. Throw the bag away in the outside garbage can.

· Wash combs, brushes and hair accessories in hot, soapy water or throw them away.

· Items that can not be washed-place in plastic bags for at least a week. This includes stuffed animals
that are on a bed.

· Continue checking the child for many weeks after the treatment is completed.

·  Notify your child’s close friends’ parents to check their children. It is also a good idea to let the school
know.

Please remember that if your family has the unfortunate experience of dealing with head lice, you will get
through it! It takes a bit of detective work along with a lot of perseverance. It is a difficult and frustrating
process for you and your child both, often taking weeks to complete. Remember to be kind to yourself and your
children. Reassure them that they are loved and not the cause of this common problem.

http://www.k12.wa.us/HealthServices/pubdocs/InfectiousDiseaseControlGuide.pdf

Please contact the school nurse with any questions or concerns.

Head Lice is very common. Please continue to check your students heads peri-
odically. If you should find bugs or nits, treat and if you have any questions,
please call the school at 313-2750.


