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 Sacajawea School staff strives to achieve the highest potential of its students and staff by fostering a positive
learning  environment. We promote dignity, compassion and self-worth in each individual.

Our students are empowered with skills necessary to become responsible,
contributing citizens and lifelong learners.

  ~ Sacajawea Mission Statement ~

The research is clear:  The academic success of students is definitely enhanced by
the direct involvement of parents.  It was outstanding to see such positive parent
involvement during conferences this week.  Thank you to all of our parents for
contributing to rich discussions about student progress and learning.  Here are some
more ways you can have an impact on your student’s success:

1. Make a commitment to daily school attendance-seat time=learning time
2. Homework-the same place and time everyday; homework goes right into backpack

when done.
3. TV and video games-limit these!  Two to three hours is plenty!
4. Go light on the “junk” food-more vegetables, fruits and protein
5. Sleep is important!  Some kids need 10-12 hours a night
6. Encourage and expect progress!....but not perfection

Our goal is to partner with you for your child’s success-Thank you for all you
do!

We enjoyed seeing so many of our families at our PTA Harvest Festival!  The annual
event is a nice kick-off to our fall season.  Thank you PTA, and all who helped, for
continuing this rich tradition.

Finally, during our conferences, many of you provided wonderful food for our teachers.
Thank you, thank you, thank you parents, for your generosity and thoughtfulness.

Your partner in learning,

Travis Bond
Principal



Skyhawk Calendar

November:
5-7 Scholastic Book Fair
7 - Reading Night, 6-7:30
8 - Picture Make up Day
8 - Veteran’s Day Assembly, 1:30pm
11 - No School, Veteran’s Day
13 - PTA Gen. Mtg. 6:00-7:00
18 - 1 Hr. Early Release
25 - 1 Hr. Early Release
27, 28, 29 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

Clip and Save.........

Swim Lessons
@JPCC
Tuesday/Thursday Lessons, next session starts: November 19th.
Saturday Lessons, next session starts: November 30th.
@Propstra
Friday lessons: Stroke Improvement & Adult Beginner, session starts November 15th.
For more information on all lessons visit www.vansd.org under the Events headline.

Saturday Adventure Club @JPCC
Ages: 6-13
Pilgrims’ Potluck: November 23
Enchanted Elves Workshop: December 14
More information on JPCC web site under the “Community” tab

Lifeguard Class
December 5-8th, 2013
Shallow water certification, $200.00
Minimum age for class is 15 years old, 16 years old to be hired by the District.
Register at JPCC.

Swim Schedules
Jim Parsley Community Center is open Friday-Sunday for public swims.
Propstra Aquatic Center is open Monday-Friday for public swims.
Keep an eye out for Winter Break schedules.
See web sites under “Community” tab on www.vansd.org for schedules & events.

Bright Lights Bazaar
@JPCC on November 30th, 9:00-4:00 p.m.
More information, and registration for vendors, on JPCC web site under the “Community” tab



CHALLENGE/HONORS:

A Program for Highly Capable Learners.

Any parent, educator, or community member may refer students for the Vancouver Public
Schools Challenge Program for highly capable students in grades 1-5. Challenge is Vancouver
Public Schools’ program for meeting the unique learning needs of students who have
demonstrated perform-ance at significantly advanced academic levels when compared with
others of their age, experiences, or environments. Outstanding abilities are seen within the
general intellectual aptitudes, specific   academic abilities, and/or creative productivities of
these students. Referral forms must be returned to the Challenge office no later than Monday,
December 2, 2013.

Students in grades K-4 who are referred will be assessed by certificated teachers on
scheduled Saturdays in January and February for potential placement in the Challenge
Program the following school year.

Qualified students in grades 1-5 attend one of the Challenge magnet school sites where they
participate in a rigorous curriculum designed to maximize individual potential. The magnet
school becomes the “home school” for the students and his/her parents. Referral forms are
available in all Vancouver Public School elementary school offices or on the district website at
www.vansd.org under “Parents & Families/Programs of Choice & Magnets/Challenge Program”.
Additional information about the Challenge Program and a list of frequently asked questions
(FAQs) can be found on the district website shown above. If you have additional questions,
please call the Challenge office at 313-1360.

Join Superintendent Steve Webb on Friday, Dec. 6, as he showcases dynamic learning
opportunities at Jason Lee Middle School and Fruit Valley Community Learning Center. Patron
tours are the best way to find out what’s new in your school district.

Both schools will showcase applications of Vancouver Public Schools’ Design II Strategic Plan
and the district’s commitment to preparing students for college, careers and life. The tour of
Jason Lee will feature middle-school students increasing their proficiency in math and science
in an academically challenging environment that includes Honors classes. Fruit Valley
Community Learning Center will highlight its Family-Community Resource Center, community
partnerships at work and how the full-day kindergarten program impacts its youngest
learners.

The tour will begin and end at the Bates Center for Educational Leadership, 2921 Falk Rd. The
tour starts at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at noon. Afterward, a delicious luncheon prepared by
students in the district’s award-winning culinary arts program will be provided for $4. Guests
also will enjoy a student musical performance.

Everyone is welcome, so please invite co-workers, friends, neighbors and family members. To
register for a tour, go to www.vansd.org. Click on the “Community” tab, and then choose “Patron
Tours” from the dropdown menu. Or contact Sue Knable at 313-4720 or
susan.knable@vansd.org. Space is limited, so sign up today.

We hope to see you on Dec. 6!



Sunday, November 3
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Late Arrivals
We are noticing a significant amount of chil-dren arriving late.
Regular and prompt school attendance is important for a child to experience success in school.
Tardiness is difficult for the entire class; it is disruptive to the lesson to have a student
arrive late and then need to be filled in on what was missed.

Tardy students often spend a great deal of time trying to catch up with their classmates.
They miss key instruction that makes learning essential skills more challenging.
Our school is open at 8:00 AM for students who wish to eat breakfast, or have recess on the
playground. Otherwise, students can enter their classrooms at 8:20 AM. If students arrive
at 8:30 or later, they are tardy and must come to the office for a pass.

A problem parents commonly face is when to keep a child home from school if she/he complains
of not feeling well. Use the following guidelines until your health care provider can be
contacted. Children should usually be kept at home if any of the following conditions are
present (keep in mind the absence of fever does not always indicate the child is well enough to
attend school).

• Fever over 100 degrees within the past  24 hours
• Vomiting within the past 24 hours
• Diarrhea within the past 24 hours
• Undiagnosed skin rashes
• A communicable disease
• Evidence of a live lice infestation
• Persistent sore throat along with loss of voice, difficulty swallowing and/or rash
• Severe headache, toothache, or ear pain
• Stiff neck or headache with fever
• Skin infections
• Abdominal pain with low grade fever
• Eyes that are painful, red, and matted

  Should I send my child to school today?


