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 Sacajawea School staff strives to achieve the highest potential of its students and staff by fostering a
positive learning  environment. We promote dignity, compassion and self-worth in each individual.

Our students are empowered with skills necessary to become responsible,
contributing citizens and lifelong learners.

  ~ Sacajawea Mission Statement ~

How Do Washington State Learning Standards for Reading Impact Our Learning at
Sacajawea?

At the start of each school year, in addition to developing rapport and routines, our teachers
take time to assess each of our students, so we have a strong understanding of their foundational
knowledge and skills. This review helps us determine the course of learning for our students.
Having recently completed our first round of benchmark assessment in the area of literacy, our
grade level teams have reviewed this data and have created plans for students’ instruction and
skill development.

The state of Washington has adopted rigorous learning standards for students in our public
education system, Kindergarten through 12th grade. The Washington State Learning Standards
(formerly referred to as CCSS) establish clear and consistent goals for learning, to prepare
children in the US for success in college and work. They are designed to be robust and relevant
to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills students should attain in their K-12
education, so they are prepared for future success. In addition to rigorous content, these
standards include the application of higher order thinking and problem solving skills.
Our new literacy curriculum is aligned to the Washington State Learning Standards. As a result,
our students at all grade levels are being immersed in practices designed to promote these
active, higher level thinking skills:

· Our students will have regular practice with more complex texts and have opportunities
to develop their academic vocabulary.

· They will be asked to read carefully and to grasp information, arguments, ideas and
details using text evidence.

· And they will build knowledge through reading non-fiction text.

We appreciate your reinforcement at home as we engage our students in the development of
these important and rigorous reading skills.

Your partner in learning,
Travis Bond



The Flu Vaccine is available NOW!

According to the Centers for Disease Control’s Advisory Committee on Immunization practices,
The Flu Vaccine is recommended for all school age children. The flu vaccine is recommended to prevent illness,
missed school, lost work time for parents, and to decrease risk of grandparents and infants becoming ill.

Getting vaccinated is the single best way for people to protect not only children against flu, but their loved ones
as well. In most locations, the flu vaccine is now available in mist-nasal inhalation form (for most healthy
people), as well as the traditional “shot” route of administration!
For locations of places that offer flu vaccines, contact your health care provider, local pharmacy, or
http://www.lungusa.org/lung-disease/influenza/flu-vaccine-finder/

The best way to prevent illnesses are to wash hands frequently, cover coughs and sneezes, avoid touching your
face, eyes, nose, mouth, and stay home when sick, as well as get a flu shot!
When children (and adults) are ill, they need to stay home until they are fever free without anti-fever
medication (acetaminophen, ibuprofen) for 24 hours.

For more information about influenza and influenza vaccine, visit
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/takingcare.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/freeresources/updated/a_flu_guide_for_parents.pdf

When to Keep Your Sick Child Home…..
One of the problems most often confronting parents of school-age children occurs when a child complains of not
feeling well on a school day. The following is not intended as medical advice, but is merely designed as a
guideline to be followed until your health care provider can be contacted.

                                                                  

Children should usually be kept at home if any of the following conditions are present (keep in mind the absence
of fever does not always indicate the child is well enough to attend school):

• Fever of 100 degrees, within the past 24 hours
• Vomiting – within the past 48 hours
• Diarrhea – within the past 48 hours
• Undiagnosed skin rashes
• A communicable disease
• Evidence of a live lice infestation
• Persistent sore throat along with a loss of voice, difficulty swallowing, and/or rash
• Severe headache, toothache, or ear pain
• Stiff neck or headache with fever
• Skin infections
• Abdominal pain with low grade fever
• Eyes that are red, painful, and matted

These bugs hit hard and fast and you feel very miserable for a relatively short period of time,
however you can still shed the virus, even when feeling better, and that is why the health dept.
is saying to stay home for 48 hrs.

Again, hand washing is the very best prevention!

Gastrointestinal illnesses (Vomiting and/or Diarrhea) :
Vancouver Public Schools is now following these guidelines developed by the Clark County

Health Department:
** Children, staff, and volunteers will need to stay home for 48 hours after the last time they

vomited or had diarrhea.



Clip and Save

Skyhawk Calendar
Dates to Remember:

November:
4-6 Scholastic Book Fair
6 - Reading Night, 6-7:30
6 - Picture Retakes
10 - 1 Hr. Early Release
11 - No School, Veteran’s Day
12 - PTA Gen. Mtg. 6:00-7:00
24 - 1 Hr. Early Release
26, 27, 28 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

If there is a change in going home or maybe
picking up early, please send an email to your
child’s teacher and include both
cheryl.sawyer@vansd.org and
trina.irons@vansd.org.On that email please
include the teacher’s name@vansd.org
Thanks

We would like to invite Sacajawea family
members (including grandparents, aunts, uncles,
etc.) to our Veterans Day Assembly on
November, 7th at 1:30 pm. This assembly is
one of the most honored events of the
school year. Please be our guest so we may
show our appreciation of the service you
have given to our country. At Sacajawea we
believe that service to others is an essential
character trait for our students to learn.
Your participation would enhance our students’
understanding of the meaning of Veteran’s
Day. For information, please contact Mrs. Phelan
at 313-2750. We look forward to seeing you!

Picture Re-Takes
Thursday, Nov. 6

If your child was absent on Picture Day,
there are picture order forms in the office.
If you are unhappy with your child’s
picture, send the original photo packet to
school with your child on Nov. 6
 (Keep your class photo.)



Tour Fruit Valley Community Learning Center and Peter S. Ogden Elementary School

On Friday, November 7, Vancouver Public Schools Superintendent Steve Webb will host his
first patron tour of the 2014-2015 school year. The tour will provide an in-depth look at the
dynamic learning opportunities at Fruit Valley Community Learning Center and Peter S. Ogden
Elementary School.

Both schools will showcase applications of the district’s strategic plan, Design II, and
commitment to preparing students for college, careers and life. The tour of Fruit Valley
Community Learning Center will highlight its Family-Community Resource Center, community
partnerships and full-day kindergarten program. At Ogden, visitors will learn how an
elementary school creates a culture of respect and caring by implementing clear behavioral
expectations, bullying-prevention programs, social-emotional learning and academic
interventions that increase student engagement and build positive relationships among students
and staff.

The free tour will begin and end at the Bates Center for Educational Leadership, 2921 Falk
Rd. The tour starts at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 1 p.m. After visiting Fruit Valley and Ogden,
guests have the option of enjoying a student musical performance and a delicious lunch
prepared by culinary arts students. Lunch is available for $4 per person.

Everyone is welcome, but space is limited. Visit www.vansd.org/PatronTours or contact Sue
Knable at 360-313-4720 to sign up.

We hope to see you on November 7!

Upcoming due date for Challenge Program Referrals

Any parent, educator, or community member may refer students for the Vancouver Public
Schools Challenge Program for highly capable students in grades 1-5.  Challenge is Vancouver
Public Schools’ program for meeting the unique learning needs of students who have
demonstrated performance at significantly advanced academic levels when compared with
others of their age, experiences, or environments.  Outstanding abilities are seen within the
general intellectual aptitudes, specific academic abilities, and/or creative productivities of
these students. Referral forms must be returned to the Challenge office no later than Monday,
December 1, 2014.

Students in grades K-4 who are referred will be assessed by certificated teachers on
scheduled Saturdays in January and February for potential placement in the Challenge
Program the following school year.

Qualified students in grades 1-5 attend one of the Challenge magnet school sites where they
participate in a rigorous curriculum designed to maximize individual potential.  The magnet
school becomes the “home school” for the students and his/her parents.

Referral forms are available in all Vancouver Public School elementary school offices or on
the district website at www.vansd.org  under “Parents & Families/Programs of Choice &
Magnets/Challenge Program”.

Additional information about the Challenge Program and a list of frequently asked questions
(FAQs) can be found on the district website shown above.  If you have additional questions,
please call the Challenge office at 313-1360.



 Anuncio sobre Referencias al Programa para Alumnos Dotados y Talentosos (Challenge Program)
Todo padre, maestro, o miembro de la comunidad puede referir estudiantes al Programa para Alumnos
Dotados y Talentosos (“Challenge Program”) del distrito escolar “Vancouver Public Schools”, un
programa para estudiantes altamente competentes en los grados 1º-5º. El Programa “Challenge” es un
programa de “Vancouver Public Schools” diseñado para responder a las necesidades únicas de
estudiantes que han demostrado un desempeño a unos niveles académicos significativamente avanzados
en comparación con otros estudiantes de su edad, experiencias o entornos. En estos estudiantes se ve un
nivel de capacidad excepcional en las habilidades intelectuales generales, habilidades académicas
específicas y/o creativas. Las formas de referencia deberán ser entregadas en la oficina del Programa
“Challenge” a más tardar el lunes, 1 de diciembre de 2014.
Los estudiantes del Kinder al 4º grado que son referidos, serán evaluados por maestros licenciados a
una hora previamente acordada, en un sábado durante los meses de enero y febrero para una posible
colocación en el Programa “Challenge” del año escolar siguiente.
Los estudiantes del 1er al 5º grado que hayan calificado, asistirán a una de las escuelas que se
especializan en el Programa Challenge y donde participarán en un currículo riguroso, diseñado para
maximizar su potencial individual. Esa escuela se convertirá entonces para los estudiantes y sus padres
en la escuela que corresponde a su domicilio (“home school”).
Las formas de referencia están disponibles en todas las escuelas primarias del distrito escolar
Vancouver Public Schools o en el sito del web del distrito: www.vansd.org bajo “Parents & Families/
Programs of Choice & Magnets/Challenge Program”.
Información adicional sobre el Programa para Estudiantes Dotados y Talentosos y un listado de
preguntas que se hacen frecuentemente (FAQ, por sus siglas en inglés), las puede encontrar en el sitio
web del distrito que mencionamos con anterioridad. Si tiene preguntas adicionales, por favor llame a la
oficina del “Challenge Program” al número 313-1360.

A Few Things We Want You To Know:

Teachers and students appreciate the chance to celebrate birthdays with their
classmates. However, District Policy states that all snacks brought in to be
shared with the other students must be store-bought and the items must be
clearly labeled. Please be mindful of allergies.

The rainy season is upon us and your children will most likely have outdoor
recess—even on
rainy days. Please dress them appropriately for the weather. Rain coats, boots,
and hats with
warm clothes underneath.

Please stop by and check the Lost and Found when you’re at school. They will be
donated to a homeless shelter at the end of November.

Volleyball practice continues every Tuesday and Wednesday — right after
school until 4:00pm. The volleyball season ends with a “Skillaree”. Teams from
other local elementary schools will come go to Chinook and compete by
demonstrating their volleyball skills. The Girls Skillaree will
be on Monday, November 20th and the Boys Skillaree will be on Tuesday,
November 21st, Both events will begin at 3:45pm. Come out and cheer on our
Sacajawea volleyball team!


