
October 16, 2014

Principal’s Corner
Parent Conferences
October 23rd and 24th

Remember there will be no school on Thursday, 10/23 and Friday 10/24. These days are for
our Parent/ Teacher Conferences.
If your child’s teacher has set up a conference time to meet with you, please plan to attend. It
is very important to discuss each child’s progress and ways to improve student learning. If you
haven’t arranged a conference time, please be sure to arrange one with your student’s teacher
as soon as possible.

Also, please make a note, dismissal time on 10/22 will be 2 hours early.
TWO HOUR EARLY RELEASE-ALL Levels
Grades K-5 8:30– 12:50 pm     ECE AM 8:10-9:40

             PM 11:10-12:40
—————————————————————————————————————————————————

With fall in the air, our thoughts go to the long winter, wet weather! Here at
Sacajawea we have outdoor recess every day except in cases of extreme weather:
hail, thunder and lightning, icy or stormy conditions. Please be sure that your student
is dressed for the weather conditions!

Our sidewalks are completed!!!!  Thank you all for your patience during construction.  A few
safety reminders when traveling to and from school:

Cross the street at corners, use traffic signals and crosswalks
Look left, right, and left again when crossing
Always walk, never run, when crossing the street
Walk on sidewalks or paths
Walk facing traffic as far left as possible if there are no sidewalks
Never run out into the street or cross in between parked cars
Wear a properly fitting helmet every time you ride a bicycle
Wear light colored clothing or clothing with reflective features to help drivers see you

 Sacajawea School staff strives to achieve the highest potential of its students and staff by fostering a
positive learning  environment. We promote dignity, compassion and self-worth in each individual.

Our students are empowered with skills necessary to become responsible,
contributing citizens and lifelong learners.

  ~ Sacajawea Mission Statement ~



The Flu Vaccine is available NOW!

According to the Centers for Disease Control’s Advisory Committee on Immunization practices,
The Flu Vaccine is recommended for all school age children. The flu vaccine is recommended to prevent illness,
missed school, lost work time for parents, and to decrease risk of grandparents and infants becoming ill.

Getting vaccinated is the single best way for people to protect not only children against flu, but their loved ones
as well. In most locations, the flu vaccine is now available in mist-nasal inhalation form (for most healthy
people), as well as the traditional “shot” route of administration!
For locations of places that offer flu vaccines, contact your health care provider, local pharmacy, or
http://www.lungusa.org/lung-disease/influenza/flu-vaccine-finder/

The best way to prevent illnesses are to wash hands frequently, cover coughs and sneezes, avoid touching your
face, eyes, nose, mouth, and stay home when sick, as well as get a flu shot!
When children (and adults) are ill, they need to stay home until they are fever free without anti-fever
medication (acetaminophen, ibuprofen) for 24 hours.

For more information about influenza and influenza vaccine, visit
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/takingcare.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/pdf/freeresources/updated/a_flu_guide_for_parents.pdf

When to Keep Your Sick Child Home…..
One of the problems most often confronting parents of school-age children occurs when a child complains of not
feeling well on a school day. The following is not intended as medical advice, but is merely designed as a
guideline to be followed until your health care provider can be contacted.

                                                                  

Children should usually be kept at home if any of the following conditions are present (keep in mind the absence
of fever does not always indicate the child is well enough to attend school):

• Fever of 100 degrees, within the past 24 hours
• Vomiting – within the past 48 hours
• Diarrhea – within the past 48 hours
• Undiagnosed skin rashes
• A communicable disease
• Evidence of a live lice infestation
• Persistent sore throat along with a loss of voice, difficulty swallowing, and/or rash
• Severe headache, toothache, or ear pain
• Stiff neck or headache with fever
• Skin infections
• Abdominal pain with low grade fever
• Eyes that are red, painful, and matted

These bugs hit hard and fast and you feel very miserable for a relatively short period of time,
however you can still shed the virus, even when feeling better, and that is why the health dept.
is saying to stay home for 48 hrs.

Again, hand washing is the very best prevention!

Gastrointestinal illnesses (Vomiting and/or Diarrhea) :
Vancouver Public Schools is now following these guidelines developed by the Clark County

Health Department:
** Children, staff, and volunteers will need to stay home for 48 hours after the last time they

vomited or had diarrhea.



Clip and Save

Skyhawk Calendar
Dates to Remember:

October:
13 -1 Hr. Early Release
17 -Harvest Festival 6:30-8:30
22 - 2 Hr Early Release, Parent Conferences
23 - No School, Parent Conferences
24 - No School, Parent Conferences
27 - 1 Hr Early Release
November:
2 - Fall Back, Daylight Savings Time Ends
4-6 Scholastic Book Fair
6 - Reading Night, 6-7:30
6 - Picture Retakes
10 - 1 Hr. Early Release
11 - No School, Veteran’s Day
12 - PTA Gen. Mtg. 6:00-7:00
24 - 1 Hr. Early Release
26, 27, 28 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

Job Opportunities in Vancouver Schools

If you are looking for a part-time job with flexible hours and good pay, please consider school bus
driving.  VPS is seeking substitute drivers and will provide training to anyone that qualifies to gain
all necessary certifications.  Several substitute drivers have earned full-time work in 12 months
which qualifies for benefits.  As a substitute driver, there are 20-40 hours available most weeks to
work.  If you have a good driving record, enjoy working with children, and desire a dynamic part-
time job, please go to our website vansd.org.  If you click on the employment line you can search for
the application and directions to apply.   Another opportunity for employment is being a Middle
School official.  If you are at least 16 years old and interested in officiating, we have a position
for you.  Sports available are flag football, volleyball and basketball.  You do not need previous
experience playing or officiating to qualify.  We provide all training.  Games last about an hour and
pay is $25 or $30 per game depending on the sport.  Often, you can officiate two games in one
night.  Please contact John Matteo if interested at john.matteo@vansd.org.  Also, please go to our
website, vandsd.org.  If you click on the employment line you can search for the application and
directions to apply.

Calendars from the VPS
Foundation are available for $5 in
the front office.

If there is a change in going home or maybe
picking up early, please send an email to your
child’s teacher and include both
cheryl.sawyer@vansd.org and
trina.irons@vansd.org.On that email please
include teacher’sname@vansd.org
Thanks



NEWS RELEASE

Vancouver Public Schools announces three opportunities to tour district

Parents and community members will have three opportunities to discover the dynamic
learning opportunities available in Vancouver Public Schools. Free patron tours, hosted by
Superintendent Steven Webb, are among the best ways to find out what’s new in the
district.

Friday, Nov. 7—Fruit Valley Community Learning Center and Peter S. Ogden
Elementary School

Visitors will learn how an elementary school creates a culture based on respect and clear
behavioral expectations. They’ll also see early learning in action and discover how a Family-
Community Resource Center provides food, clothing, information about community resources
and other services.

Friday, Jan. 23—Vancouver iTech Preparatory middle and high school campuses

On this tour, participants will visit the district’s science, technology, engineering and math–
focused magnet school, where every student has his or her own laptop to use in a project-
based learning environment.

Friday, March 13—McLoughlin and Thomas Jefferson middle schools

Tour-goers can witness the increased engagement that results when every student has his or
her own iPad. In addition, they’ll have opportunities to explore a Family-Community Resource
Center and learn about a program that helps students be successful in school while working
toward college enrollment.

Tour sites and highlights are subject to change.

All tours are from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tours begin and conclude at the Bates Center for
Educational Leadership,
2921 Falk Rd., Vancouver, WA 98661. Transportation is provided between schools.

Afterward, participants will be treated to a student musical performance and delicious
luncheon prepared by students in the district’s award-winning Culinary Arts Program. The
cost of the optional luncheon is $4 per guest.

  Everyone is welcome but space is limited. Pre-registration is required and can be completed
at www.vansd.org/   PatronTours.

Contact: Sue Knable, patron tours and volunteer clearances coordinator, 360-313-4720 or
susan.knable@vansd.org



Jim Parsley Community Center
OPENS this Friday!
Come in to register during our regular business hours 11-4:30 Monday-Friday On Friday the 17th we
will be open additional hours on Friday 4-7:30 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m.-7:30 p.m., & Sunday noon-
5:30.

Pool Schedule

Friday
$3.00 Public Swim 4:15-5:45 p.m.
$3.00 Public Swim 6:00-7:30 p.m.

Saturday
$3.00 Public Swim 11:00-12:30 p.m.
$3.00 Public Swim 12:45-2:30 p.m.
Public Swim 5:30-7:30 pm.

Sunday
$3.00 Public Swim 12:00-1:30 p.m..
$3.00 Public Swim 1:45-3:30 p.m.
$3.00 Public Swim 4:00-5:30 p.m.

Rock wall
Friday 5:30-7:45 p.m.
Saturday 12:30-3:00 p.m. & 6:00-7:45 p.m.
Sunday 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Saturday Adventure Club
October 18th, 2014 - December 6
8-1/2 hour lessons for $56.00

Monster Mash
9:00-3:00 p.m.
Cost: $25.00 per student
Download and print registration form at www.vansd.org/jpc

Swim lessons
Saturdays
October 18th- December 6th
$56.00 for 8-1/2 hour lessons

Tuesdays/Thursdays
October 21st-November 13th
$49.00 for 7 1/2 hour lessons (no lessons 11/11)

Evening Lap Swim
@Propstra Aquatic Center
Fridays 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Please see additional information such as fees, registration and fliers on our web page,
www.vansd.org/jpc or www.vansd.org/pac.



We Have a Door Bell Now!!

Our schools spend significant time reviewing,
reflecting upon and revising building safety
plans throughout each year, in order to promote
safe learning environments. As a result of
analysis, including feedback from our families,
Vancouver School District has purchased and
installed a new security system that will allow
our front office staff to have entrance control
to the building. Visitors and volunteers who
come to school after the school day has started
will need to be “buzzed in” by our front office
staff. The will have full camera-view of those
approaching/wanting to enter our building. We
know that you will appreciate this investment in
maintaining the security of our building—and
thus, promoting the safety of each of our
students.

Classes offered: Infant and Toddler Lessons- Ages 6 months- 3 years

Parent-n-tot (Starfish) Ages 6 months- 3 years - Water orientation for children 6 months to 3
years old with parents in the water. Parents assist child in basic swimming and safety skills. Non-
toilet-trained children must wear swim diapers (swim diapers are available for purchase at front
desk).

Preschool Lessons- Ages 3-5 years old
Pre-Beginners (Salamanders) Starting point for children ages 3-5. Adjust to the water and
become comfortable putting face in the water.
Pre-Level 1 (Turtles) For children who have completed Pre-Beginner and/or are comfortable
putting their face in the water. This class will help your child become more comfortable on their
back, stomach, and rolling over from one side to the other side.
Pre -Level 2 (Hippo) For children who have completed Pre-Level 1 and/or are able to swim on
back and stomach independently. Progress to move through water with arm strokes and kicking in
preparation or side breathing.
Youth Lessons- 6 years and older
Level 1 (Walruses) Starting point for children 6 and up. Learn to become comfortable in the
water and progress to swimming on front, back and rolling over.
Level 2 (Frogs) For children who have completed Level 1 and/or who are able to swim comfortably
on front and back without instructor assistance. Progress to swimming front crawl and back glide
independently.
Level 3 (Manatees) For children who have completed Level 2 and/or are able to swim front crawl
and back glide independently. Progress to swimming 25 yards front crawl with side breathing and
25 yards back crawl without instructor assistance.
Level 4 (Whales) For children who have completed Level 3 and/or are able to swim 25 yards front
crawl with side breathing and 25 yards back crawl. Students will refine front crawl and back crawl
skills and learn elementary backstroke.
Level 5 (Flying Fish) For children who have completed Level 4 and/or are able to swim 50 yards
front crawl with side breathing, 50 yards back crawl and elementary back stroke. Students will
refine breast stroke and sidestroke skills and learn the butterfly stroke.

New District Attendance
      Procedures

If your student is absent or tardy, a parent/guardian
must contact the school by phone (313-1434), email or
note to excuse the absence within three (3) school
days after returning to school. Students with
unexcused absences are considered truant. After two
(2) or more consecutive, unexcused absences in a
month, you will be contacted to set up a conference
with the principal to discuss solutions to the truancy
problem. If your student is ill for six (6) consecutive
days, a note from a doctor is required to excuse the
absence. After seven (7) unexcused absences in a
month, the student will be referred to a Truancy Officer.

***************************************************************************************



Tour Fruit Valley Community Learning Center and Peter S. Ogden Elementary School

On Friday, November 7, Vancouver Public Schools Superintendent Steve Webb will host his
first patron tour of the 2014-2015 school year. The tour will provide an in-depth look at the
dynamic learning opportunities at Fruit Valley Community Learning Center and Peter S. Ogden
Elementary School.

Both schools will showcase applications of the district’s strategic plan, Design II, and
commitment to preparing students for college, careers and life. The tour of Fruit Valley
Community Learning Center will highlight its Family-Community Resource Center, community
partnerships and full-day kindergarten program. At Ogden, visitors will learn how an
elementary school creates a culture of respect and caring by implementing clear behavioral
expectations, bullying-prevention programs, social-emotional learning and academic
interventions that increase student engagement and build positive relationships among students
and staff.

The free tour will begin and end at the Bates Center for Educational Leadership, 2921 Falk
Rd. The tour starts at 8:30 a.m. and concludes at 1 p.m. After visiting Fruit Valley and Ogden,
guests have the option of enjoying a student musical performance and a delicious lunch
prepared by culinary arts students. Lunch is available for $4 per person.

Everyone is welcome, but space is limited. Visit www.vansd.org/PatronTours or contact Sue
Knable at 360-313-4720 to sign up.

We hope to see you on November 7!


