
September 26, 2014

Principal’s Corner: Common Core and More

It was such a pleasure seeing all of you at our Curriculum Nights this past week. The
partnerships that we create with you, our families, only serve to benefit the  academic and
social growth of Sacajawea students. Thank you!

Our school wants to provide ongoing information for families on the new Common Core learning
standards. This month, we are highlighting English Language Arts (ELA) grades K-5.
To summarize:

There is more of a focus on increasing the complexity of the texts students read and discuss,
and developing skills in argumentative writing and research.

There is a call for increased use of technology/multi-media to gather and publish information.

There is an emphasis on speaking and listening skills as an avenue to evaluate, integrate and
present information from many sources.

Wishing everyone a glorious fall!
Your Partner in learning,
Travis Bond

ATTENDANCE CHANGES IN VPS
Our district has implemented changes in an effort to eliminate “unexcused” absences. All
student absences must be accounted for each day. Parents, if you know about your child’s
absence ahead of time, please send a note/email to your child’s teacher and call the absence
line at 313-1434. If the absence is unexpected, please call the attendance line.
If we have not heard from a parent after 2 days, you will be receiving a call for an excuse for
the absences.

 Sacajawea School staff strives to achieve the highest potential of its students and staff by fostering a
positive learning  environment. We promote dignity, compassion and self-worth in each individual.

Our students are empowered with skills necessary to become responsible,
contributing citizens and lifelong learners.

  ~ Sacajawea Mission Statement ~



The Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Overview
These standards describe what students should
know and be able to do in order to be college and
career ready in the 21st century. Students who
master the standards will be fluent readers, critical
thinkers, informative writers, effective speakers,
and engaged listeners. They will effectively
comprehend complex informational and literary
texts and respond, as warranted by the task, using
technology as a source of information and a means
of communication.

The standards are divided into four strands:
reading, (including literature and informational
text and foundational skills), writing, speaking and
listening, and language. The standards are
organized by grade level for kindergarten through
grade eight and by two grade spans for high
school.

The foundational skills standards for kindergarten
through grade five foster students’ understanding
and knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic
principle, and other basic conventions. Developing
phonological awareness, phonics and word
recognition, and fluency are addressed in these
standards.

Specific information on the CCSS can be found at:
http://www.corestandards.org

*Individual grade specific standards can be identified by
their strand, grade, and standard number.
For example, RL.1.10 stands for Reading Literature Text,
grade 1, standard 10.

Reading
• With prompting and support, read prose and
poetry of appropriate complexity. (RL.1.10)*
• Use the illustrations and details in a text to
describe its key ideas. (RI.1.7)
Writing
• Write an opinion piece that introduces a topic or
book, state an opinion, supply a reason for
the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
(W.1.1)
• With guidance and support from adults and
collaboration with peers, use a variety of digital
tools to produce and publish writing.
(W.1.6)
Speaking and Listening
• Add drawings or other visual displays to
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas,
thoughts, and feelings. (SL.1.5)
Language
• Use common, proper, and possessive nouns. (L.1.1b)
• Use frequently occurring affixes as a clue to the
meaning of a word. (L.1.4b)
• Identify frequently occurring root words (look)
in their inflectional forms, e.g., looks, looked,
looking. (L.1.4c)

Generated in 2011 by Washington State Educators and OSPI ELA team.

As Washington State moves to the Common Core
State Standards, first grade students will
continue to learn current Washington GLEs while
transitioning to the CCSS. This snapshot features
some of the shifts; however, it is not intended to
be an all inclusive list of changes to the standards.

Common Core State Standards for Washington

               First Grade Highlights
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Clip and Save

Skyhawk Calendar
Dates to Remember:

October:
1 - Picture Day
8 - PTA Board Mtg. and Membership Drawing, 6-7pm
13 -1 Hr. Early Release
17 -Harvest Festival 6:30-8:30
22 - 2 Hr Early Release, Parent Conferences
23 - No School, Parent Conferences
24 - No School, Parent Conferences
27 - 1 Hr Early Release
November:
4-6 Scholastic Book Fair
6 - Reading Night, 6-7:30
6 - Picture Retakes
11 - No School, Veteran’s Day
12 - PTA Gen. Mtg. 6:00-7:00
10 - 1 Hr. Early Release
24 - 1 Hr. Early Release
26, 27, 28 - No School, Thanksgiving Break

Sacajawea’s Learning Improvement Team
 
    Would you like to be more involved in our school?  Our Sacajawea Learning Improvement Team
may be just the place for you!  This committee, made up of parents, community and staff members,
is a valuable communications link with the rest of our community.
     The primary role of members of Sacajawea’s LIT will be to provide the principal and staff with
advisory input regarding school-wide improvement, goals and policies.  The LIT is not a decision
making body, but it’s recommendations will be seriously considered when decisions are made.  Each
member will be a listener in the community and represent the greater Sacajawea parent community.
Further, members of the LIT will act as goodwill ambassadors between parents, school and
community.  The LIT will meet three times over the course of the school year, with dates and times
to be established by the team.
     If you would like to be a part of this team, please complete the bottom portion of this page, cut-
off and return to the school office.  The LIT is limited to ten members in order to be an effective
group for planning.  Our first meeting will be held on Thursday October 2nd at 3:30 pm at
Sacajawea Elementary School.
——————————————————————————————————————————————
 
If you are interested in being a member of the 2014-15 Sacajawea LIT, please tear off this slip
and return to the main office.  Thank you!
 

Child’s
Name________________________________Teacher________________________________
 
Parent’s Name_______________________ Home Phone___________________________

Email Address _______________________________
 



Common Core State Standards for Washington

                Second Grade Highlights

The Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Overview
These standards describe what students should
know and be able to do in order to be college and
career ready in the 21th century. Students who
master the standards will be fluent readers, critical
thinkers, informative writers, effective speakers,
and engaged listeners. They will effectively
comprehend complex informational and literary
texts and respond, as warranted by the task, using
technology as a source of information and a means
of communication.

The standards are divided into four strands:
reading, (including literature and informational
text and foundational skills), writing, speaking and
listening, and language. The standards are
organized by grade level for kindergarten through
grade eight and by two grade spans for high
school.

The foundational skills standards for kindergarten
through grade five foster students’ understanding
and knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic
principle, and other basic conventions. Developing
phonological awareness, phonics and word
recognition, and fluency are addressed in these
standards.

Specific information on the CCSS can be found at:
http://www.corestandards.org

*Individual grade specific standards can be identified by their
strand, grade, and standard number.
For example, RL.2.2 stands for Reading Literature Text,
grade 2, standard 2.

As Washington State moves to the Common Core
State Standards, Second grade students will
continue to learn current Washington GLEs while
transitioning to the CCSS. This snapshot features
some of the shifts; however, it is not intended to
be an all inclusive list of changes to the standards.

Reading
• Recount stories, including fables and folktales
from diverse cultures, and determine their
central message, lesson, or moral. (RL. 2.2)*
• Describe how characters in a story respond to
major events and challenges. (RL.2.3)
Writing
• Write opinion pieces that introduce the topic
or book, state an opinion, supply reasons that
support the opinion, use linking words
(e.g.because , and, also) to connect opinion and
reasons, and provide a concluding statement or
section. (W.2.1)
• With guidance and support from adults and in
collaboration with peers, use a variety of digital
tools to produce and publish writing.
(W.2.6)
Speaking and Listening
• Follow agreed upon rules for discussions
(e.g.,gaining the floor in respectful ways,
listening to others with care, speaking one at a
time about the topics and texts under
discussion). (WL.2.1a)
• Create autio recordings of stories or poems;
add drawings or other visual displays to stories
or recounts of experiences when appropriate to
clarify ideas, thoughts and feelings. (SL.2.5)
Language
• Form and use frequently occurring irregular
plural nouns (e.g.,feet, children, teeth, mice,
fish). (L.21b).
• Capitalize holidays, product names, and
geographic names. (L.2.2a)
• Use a known root word as a clue to the
meaning of an unknown word with the same root
(e.g., addition, additional). (L.2.4C.)

Generated in 2011 by Washington State Educators and OSPI ELA team.
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The Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Overview
These standards describe what students should
know and be able to do in order to be college and
career ready in the 21st century. Students who
master the standards will be fluent readers, critical
thinkers, informative writers, effective speakers,
and engaged listeners. They will effectively
comprehend complex informational and literary
texts and respond, as warranted by the task, using
technology as a source of information and a means
of communication.

The standards are divided into four strands:
reading, (including literature and informational
text and foundational skills), writing, speaking and
listening, and language. The standards are
organized by grade level for kindergarten through
grade eight and by two grade spans for high
school.

The foundational skills standards for kindergarten
through grade five foster students’ understanding
and knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic
principle, and other basic conventions. Developing
phonological awareness, phonics and word
recognition, and fluency are addressed in these
standards.
standards.

Common Core State Standards for Washington

                Third Grade Highlights

Specific information on the CCSS can be found at:
http://www.corestandards.org

*Individual grade specific standards can be identified by their
strand, grade, and standard number.For example, RL.3.6 stands for
Reading Literature Text, grade 3, standard 6.

As Washington State moves to the Common
Core State Standards, Third grade
students will continue to learn current
Washington GLEs while transitioning to the
CCSS. This snapshot features some of the
shifts; however, it is not intended to
be an all inclusive list of changes to the
standards.

Generated in 2011 by Washington State Educators and OSPI ELA team.

Reading
• Distinguish their own point of view from that
of the narrator or character (s). (RL.3.6)*
• Conduct short reserach projects that build
knowledge about a topic. (W.3.7)
Writing
• Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with reasons. (W.3.1)
Speaking and Listening
• Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on
that preparation and other information known
about the topic to explore ideas under
discussion. (SL.3.1a)
Language
• Form and use possessives. (L.3.2d)

COMMON CORE
STATE STANDARD INITIATIVE
PREPARING AMERICA’S STUDENTS FOR COLLEGE & CAREER



Common Core State Standards for Washington

                Fourth Grade Highlights

The Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Overview
These standards describe what students should
know and be able to do in order to be college and
career ready in the 21st century. Students who
master the standards will be fluent readers, critical
thinkers, informative writers, effective speakers,
and engaged listeners. They will effectively
comprehend complex informational and literary
texts and respond, as warranted by the task, using
technology as a source of information and a means
of communication.

The standards are divided into four strands:
reading, (including literature and informational
text and foundational skills), writing, speaking and
listening, and language. The standards are
organized by grade level for kindergarten through
grade eight and by two grade spans for high
school.

The foundational skills standards for kindergarten
through grade five foster students’ understanding
and knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic
principle, and other basic conventions. Developing
phonological awareness, phonics and word
recognition, and fluency are addressed in these
standards.

Specific information on the CCSS can be found at:
http://www.corestandards.org

*Individual grade specific standards can be identified
by their strand, grade, and standard number.
For example, RL.4.3stands for Reading Literature
Text, grade 4, standard 3.

As Washington State moves to the Common
Core State Standards, Fourth grade
students will continue to learn current
Washington GLEs while transitioning to the
CCSS. This snapshot features some of the
shifts; however, it is not intended to be an
all inclusive list of changes to the
standards.

Generated in 2011 by Washington State Educators and OSPI ELA team.

Reading
•Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions). (RL.4.3)*
•By the end of the year, read and comprehend
informational texts, including history/social
studies, science, and technical texts. Read and
comprehend proficiently in grades 4-5 text
complexity band, with scaffolding as needed at
the high end of the range. (RI.4.10)
Writing
• Write opinion pieces on topics or texts,
supporting a point of view with reasons and
information. (W.4.1)
• Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform or explain the topic.
(W.4.2d)
Speaking and Listening
• Engage effectively in a variety of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade
4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and
expressing their own clearly. (SL.4.1)
• Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker
provides to support particular points. (SL.4.3)
Language
• Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases, including those that signal precise
actions, emotions. or states of being (e.g.,
quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic
to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation,
and endangered when discussing animal
preservation). (L.4.6)

COMMON CORE
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Common Core State Standards for Washington

               Fifth Grade Highlights

Generated in 2011 by Washington State Educators and OSPI ELA team.

The Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Overview
These standards describe what students should
know and be able to do in order to be college and
career ready in the 21st century. Students who
master the standards will be fluent readers, critical
thinkers, informative writers, effective speakers,
and engaged listeners. They will effectively
comprehend complex informational and literary
texts and respond, as warranted by the task, using
technology as a source of information and a means
of communication.

The standards are divided into four strands:
reading, (including literature and informational
text and foundational skills), writing, speaking and
listening, and language. The standards are
organized by grade level for kindergarten through
grade eight and by two grade spans for high
school.

The foundational skills standards for kindergarten
through grade five foster students’ understanding
and knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic
principle, and other basic conventions. Developing
phonological awareness, phonics and word
recognition, and fluency are addressed in these
standards.

Specific information on the CCSS can be found at:
http://www.corestandards.org

*Individual grade specific standards can be identified by their strand,
grade, and standard number.For example, RL.5.2 stands for Reading
Literature Text, grade 5, standard 2.

As Washington State moves to the Common
Core State Standards, Fifth grade
students will continue to learn current
Washington GLEs while transitioning to the
CCSS. This snapshot features some of the
shifts; however, it is not intended to
be an all inclusive list of changes to the
standards.

Reading
• Determine a theme of a drama from details
in the text, including how characters in a
drama respond to challenges; summarize the
text. (RL.5.2)*
Writing
• Conduct short research projects that use
several sources to build knowledge through
investigation of different aspects of a topic.
(W.5.7)
Speaking and Listening
• Summarize the points a speaker makes and
explain how each claim is supported by
reason and evidence. (SL.5.3)
Language
• Demonstrate command of the conventions
of standard English grammar and usage when
writing or speaking. (L.5.1)
• Explain the funcitons of conjunctions,
prepositions, and interjections in general and
their function in particular sentences.
(L.5.1a)

COMMON CORE
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Common Core State Standards for Washington

                Kindergarten  Highlights
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The Common Core State Standards for
English Language Arts

Overview
These standards describe what students should
know and be able to do in order to be college and
career ready in the 21st century. Students who
master the standards will be fluent readers, critical
thinkers, informative writers, effective speakers,
and engaged listeners. They will effectively
comprehend complex informational and literary
texts and respond, as warranted by the task, using
technology as a source of information and a means
of communication.

The standards are divided into four strands:
reading, (including literature and informational
text and foundational skills), writing, speaking and
listening, and language. The standards are
organized by grade level for kindergarten through
grade eight and by two grade spans for high
school.

The foundational skills standards for kindergarten
through grade five foster students’ understanding
and knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic
principle, and other basic conventions. Developing
phonological awareness, phonics and word
recognition, and fluency are addressed in these
standards.

Specific information on the CCSS can be found at:
http://www.corestandards.org

*Individual grade-specific standards can be identified by their strand,
grade, and standard number.For example, RF.K.3b stands for Reading
Fundational Skills, Kindergarten, standard 3b.

As Washington State moves to the
Common Core State Standards,
Kindergarten students will continue to
learn current Washington GLEs while
transitioning to the CCSS. This snapshot
features some of the shifts; however, it is
not intended to
be an all inclusive list of changes to the
standards.

Reading
• Associate long vowel sounds with
spelling. (RF.K3b)*
• Read emergent-reader texts with
purpose and understanding. (RF.K.4)
Writing
• Use a combination of drawing, dictating,
and writing to compose an opinion piece,
an informational piece, and a narritive
piece. (W.K.1)
Speaking and Listening
• Ask and answer questions in order to
seek help, get information, or clarify
something that is not understood. (SL.K.3)
Language
• With guidance and support from adults,
explore word relationships and nuances in
word meanings. (L.K.5)
• Demonstrate understanding of
frequently occuring verbs and adjectives
by relating them to their opposites
(antonyms). (L.K.5b)
• Distinguish shades of meaning among
verbs describing the same general action
(e.g., walk, march, strut, prance) by acting
out the meanings. (L.K.5d)
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